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NGEA 01 EXCURSIONS in Skåne. 2018. 

 

1. Some of the trees and flowers we will notice during the excursions. 

 
For those of you who are not familiar with the Swedish (Scandinavian) flora (and also the Latin and 

English names) we here present this hand-out which is a very simple summary of what we might see 

regarding mainly trees. It is a very rough guide without the ambition of being complete. There are also 

some common spring flowers which we of course will not see on this course which runs during 

autumn. In each specific excursion guide there are several examples of plants characteristic to various 

sites and environments. These examples are there to exemplify the important connection between the 

ecological background setting i.e. material (geological), geomorphological processes, macro and micro 

climatic setting, human activities and influences, time etc. In so, these examples are indeed not 

“complete” but just examples and they are not meant to be something that we need to know for a test 

etc. during this course. 

Your teacher at each specific section will instruct you how much of the flora you need to know 

etc. 

 

Swedish Whitebeam (Sorbus intermedia). Oxel. (Photo J.Åkerman) 
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Some important trees in Southern Sweden 

 
1. Deciduous trees   

Eng. 

Name 

Latin 

name 

Type Characteristics Leaves Bark Whole Tree 

Birch Betula sp. Deciduous, Shredding 

leaves in September-

October. One of the earliest 

to get the leaves back in 

April/May. Flowers before 

the leaves appear. The 

leaves get nicely yellow in 

autumn 

White stem and bark. Old trees have rugged 

black bark close to the ground. Up to 30 m high. 

Very common all the way up to the tree-line 

(700 m.a.s.l or more) in northern most 

Scandinavia. An important tree pioneer species. 

Several species and sub species. Dwarf species, 

B. nana is found all the way up in the arctic to 

78o N. Medium hard wood. Important 

economically for all various uses. Carpentry, 

paper, fuel wood etc.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Beech Fagus 

sylvatica 

Deciduous, the leaves back 

around May first. . The 

leaves get nicely brownish 

yellow in autumn 

Smooth, light grey bark. Only in south Sweden. 

Rarely mix with other species, often in mono 

stands as a forest. Medium hard wood, good for 

furniture carpentry. Very shade tolerant. 

 

 

 

 
Oak Quercus 

sp. 

Deciduous, late to get the 

leaves back. The leaves get 

nicely brownish 

yellow/orange in autumn.  

Black rugged bark. Only in the south half of 

Sweden. Very hard wood. Up to 40 m high. The 

tree can get extremely old. 300-500 yr is rather 

common and even 1000 yr are recorded.  

Important for carpentry, floor material etc.  
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Aspen Populus 

treumla 

Deciduous, like wet and 

semi wet localities. Round 

leaves. 

Grey stem that generally is smooth. Less slim 

appearance of the tree than the previous one. 

The leaves are nicely yellow or red in autumn  

 
 

 
Alder Alnus 

glutinosa 

Deciduous, only in wet 

swampy localities, along 

shores and streams. Round 

leaves 

Black rugged bark. Several species. Common in 

all of Sweden. Very soft wood. Up to 20 m 

high. Important for specialized carpentry i.e 

clogs. Act as a nitrogen fixer. 
 

 

 
 

Willow Salix sp. 

Very many 

species. 

Deciduous, preferably in 

wet swampy & localities, 

along shores and streams. 

Some species in dry areas. 

Flowers before the leaves 

appear. 

Some high trees and some only bushes. Some 

species only in the mountains and in the arctic 

environment. Elongated leaves. Nice cotton 

buds in the spring. Generally of no commercial 

value but recently frequently used as energy 

forests & wind shelter belts. As such the tree is 

both copped into pieces and burned or 

fermented to create alcohol. Important also in 

water purification situations.  

 

 

 
 

 

Hazel  Corylus 

arvellana. 

Deciduous, the leaves back 

around May first. . The 

leaves rounded. Flowers 

before the leaves appear. 

Generally as a large bush or small tree with 

multiple stems. Smooth bark. In most cases in 

mixed forests. Need fertile and not to dry soil. 

Very common and characteristic in old grazing 

lots that have survived the modernization and 

mechanization of the agricultural practices. 

Produces hazelnuts that in the old farming 

community was an important extra cash crop.  
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Elm Ulmus Sp. Deciduous, the leaves back 

around May first. . The 

leaves rounded elongated 

with a ”tip”. Flowers before 

the leaves appear.  

A high tree up to 40 m. Generally most common 

in southern Sweden as an important component in 

the mixed temperate forests. Soft wood of less 

importance. Important as animal fodder in the old 

agricultural system. Common in parks and as 

ornamental tree in communities.  Heavily reduced 

through the elm pest 

 
 

 
 

Maple Acer sp. Deciduous, the leaves back 

around May first. . 

Maple leaves (The Canadian 

flag!!!) 

High tree – 35m. Smooth grey bark that may 

exfoliate on old trees. Beautiful colours in 

yellow/orange and read in September. Common in 

southern Sweden as a component in the mixed 

temperate forests. Often as a solitary tree. 

Common in parks and as ornamental tree in 

communities. Soft wood of less importance. 

Important as animal fodder in the old agricultural 

system.   

 

 

 
 

 

Lime tree Tilia sp. Deciduous, the leaves back 

around May first. . 

 

A high tree up to 40 m. Generally most common 

in southern Sweden as an important component in 

the mixed temperate forests. Soft wood of less 

importance. Important as animal fodder in the old 

agricultural system. 

 

 

 

 

Ash tree Fraxinus 

excelsior. 

Deciduous, the leaves back 

very late in May. . 

 

Smooth dark brown bark. A high tree with leaves 

that are split up into nine smaller on each twig. 

Generally only in southern Sweden as an 

important component in the mixed temperate 

forests. Soft wood of less importance. Important 

as animal fodder in the old agricultural system. 

 
   

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Fraxinus_excelsior(01).jpg
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Swedish 

whitebeam 

Sorbus 

intermedia 
It is a medium-sized 

deciduous tree growing to 

10–20 m tall with a stout 

trunk up to 60cm diameter 

Grey smooth bark; the crown is dome-shaped, 

with stout horizontal branches. The leaves are 

green above, and densely hairy with pale grey-

white hairs beneath, 7–12cm long and 5–7cm 

broad, with four to seven oval lobes on each side 

of the leaf, broadest near the middle, rounded at 

the apex, and finely serrated margins. The autumn 

colour is dull yellowish to grey-brown. The 

flowers are 15–20 mm diameter, The fruit is an 

oval pome15mm long and 10mm diameter, 

orange-red to red, maturing in mid-autumn. The 

fruit is eaten by thrushes and waxwings, which 

disperse the seeds. A very important hard wood 

tree in the old farming society. 

  
 

2. Coniferous Trees  
Spruce Picea sp.  

 

Coniferous. Evergreen, short 

needles. Elongated cones. 

(Many species  and sub. 

Species used in modern 

forestry. P. albies as natural 

veg.,  P. sitchensis as planted 

in managed) 

Pyramidal form. Dark brown “smooth bark”. Up 

to 50m high in south Sweden. Thinner and 

slimmer up north. A natural component of the 

boreal forest zone (the taiga vegetation) often in 

mixture with birch. Today almost 100% cultivated 

in managed forest either in mono-cultures or in 

mixed stands. Shallow root system makes it 

sensitive to wind damage. On all soils if not too 

wet. Important for the forestry industry as the 

basis for paper, energy, carpentry 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Pine Pinus Sp.  

 

Coniferous. Evergreen, long 

needles. Rounded cones. 

(Many species and sub. 

Species used in modern 

forestry. P. sylvestis in 

natural stands, P. mugo & P. 

contorta as planted in 

managed forests) 

Umbrella shape. Light brown “rugged bark”. Up 

to 25m high in south Sweden. A natural 

component of the boreal forest zone (the taiga 

vegetation) often in mixture with other trees but 

on dryer sites. Frequently used as wind protection 

upon sandy soils. Today cultivated in managed 

forest either in monocultures or in mixed stands. 

Important for the forestry industry as the basis for 

paper, energy, carpentry etc.  Favoured by fire that 

may be a natural or accidental component in the 

taiga environment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deciduous
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fruit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thrush_(bird)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohemian_Waxwing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seed
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Larch Larix 

deciduna as 

natural and 

L. sibirica as 

planted 

Coniferous. Shredding 

needles, medium long 

needles in small tufts. 

Egg shape cones 

Pyramidal form. Reddish brown “rugged bark”. 

Up to 50m high in south Sweden. Thinner and 

slimmer up north. A natural component of the 

boreal forest zone (the taiga vegetation) often in 

mixture with birch. Regenerate all over Sweden 

but is today almost 100% cultivated in managed 

forest in monocultures. On all soils if not too wet. 

Important for the forestry industry as the basis for 

paper, energy, carpentry etc.   

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Juniper Juniperus 

sp. 

Coniferous. Evergreen, 2cm 

needles. Berries - not cones 

Pyramidal form. Often more like a bush.  Brown 

“rugged bark”. Up to 6m high in south Sweden. 

All over Scandinavia up to 1000 m.a.s.l. On all 

dry soils. No great commercial value today. The 

berries are still used as a spice. Very strong and 

hard wood that earlier was used in carpentry, for 

weapons and house hold tools. Very common and 

characteristic in old grazing lots that have 

survived the modernization and mechanization of 

the agricultural practices. 
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2. Picture gallery. 

2.1 Some flowers: (mainly for the spring semester courses) 

 

Anemone pulsatilla. The blue flowers that grew on the sandy dry heath by the first stop by the small 

hill (Excursion “Water”). (Photo J. Åkerman) 

 

  
 

Anemone nemorosa. The white flower that we saw all over as one of the most common of all spring 

flowers. (Excursion “Water”).  (Photo J.Åkerman) 
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Anemone ranuncluoides. The yellow flower that we saw all over as a common spring flower. 

(Excursion “Water”).  (Photo J.Åkerman) 

 

 
 

 

Hepatica nobilis. The blue star shaped flower with thick green leaves Noted for their tolerance of 

alkaline limestone-derived soils, Hepatica may grow in a wide range of conditions; it can be found 

either in deeply shaded deciduous (especially beech) woodland and scrub or grassland in full sun. 

Hepatica will also grow in both sandy and clay-rich substrates, being associated with limestone. 

Moist soil and winter snowfall is a requirement; Hepatica is tolerant of winter snow cover, but less so 

of dry frost. (Photo J.Åkerman) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alkaline
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limestone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beech
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grassland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limestone
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Ranunculus ficaria. The yellov star shaped yellow flower with thick green leaves. All over but less 

common than the white one. (Excursion “Water”). (Photo J.Åkerman) 

 

 
 

 

Primula veris. The small yellow flower on a thin stalk that grew on the sandy dry heath with 

frequent grazing. (Photo J.Åkerman) 
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Petasites hybridicus . All over the swampy area down in the Rövarkulan ravine along the small 

river. (Photo J.Åkerman) 

 

 
 

 

Gagea lutea. In Dalby hage and also on most other stops with wet good soil. (Photo J.Åkerman) 
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Allium ursinum. The onion smelling flower with white small star like flowers. All over the swampy 

area down in the Rövarkulan ravine along the small river. (Photo J.Åkerman) 

 

 
 

Tussilago farfara. All along the roadsides as one of the first flowers in spring. (Photo J.Åkerman) 
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2.2 PICTURES of trees: (Photo J. Åkerman) 

A. Deciduous trees 

 

  
Alder (Alnus glutinosa)   Elm (Ulmus minor - field elm) 

 

   
Wild apple (Malus sp.)   Ashtree (Fraxinus sp.) 

 

   
European beech (Fagus sylvatica)  Mountain oak (Quercus petraea) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alnus_glutinosa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulmus_minor
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Birch (Betula sp.) in autumn   Birch (Betula sp.) 

 

        
Birch (Betula sp.)       Willow  (Salix sp.) 
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Beech (Fagus sylvatica)   Beech forest 

  
Common Oak (Qercus roubur)   500 year old Common Oak 

  
Maple (red variant) (Acer sp.)             Chestnut (Castanea sp.) 
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Lime tree (Tilia Sp.) 

 

 

Coniferous: 

   
Spruce forest (Picea sp.) 

 

  
Pine (Pinus sp.)   Pine cones. 

 



Åkerman 2018 

 

20 
 

  
Coastal pine (Pinus pinaster )  “Normal” pine (Pinus sylvestris) 

    
Juniper (Juniperus sp.)  Larch (Larix sp.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinus_pinaster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinus_sylvestris
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Larch (Larix sp.)   Yew. (Taxus sp.) 

 

 

 

 

 
 


