Course Summary for Remote sensing for landscape studies, NGEAO3, vt 2023

Course coordinator: Lina Eklund
Teachers in the course: Anna Maria Jonsson, Ulrik Martensson, Anna Terskaia
Number of students: 25 registered students

Grade distribution: 1 UK, 1 G, 23 VG.

Summary of the course evaluation

Number of survey responses: 14, which is 56 % of the students

Short summary of the evaluation responses: The course evaluation is based on a scale 1 — 5. The
students were generally satisfied with the course, overall score is 4.1. The workload is considered to
be good by most respondents, but some reported that it might be a bit high. Most respondents find that
the workload corresponds well to the number of credits.

Teacher’s ability to motivate and inspire received a high score, 4.4, and the quality of the feedback is
also appreciated (4.6). Organisation is good, the score is 4.1. Information at the introduction meeting
and the theory lectures get high scores, 4.5, the initial exercises as well, 4.2 — 4.6. The research paper
project was not as appreciated and scored 3.4, however scores ranged from 1 to 5. The major projects,
Verkad mapping and Vegetation, Climate and satellite data scored between 3.9 and 4.4, hence overall
appreciated, with some room for improvement on the organisation of the Verkad project. No written
comments were given about the course, however, we did get oral feedback before the course ended.

In the oral feedback session, the students requested more theory in the first lectures and also
information about how to distinguish different tree types. The google Earth exercise was a bit too
focused on drylands — more diversity in landscapes would be good. They would also like to have a
Q&A before the exam. For the Verkaa project the students request more clearly defined purpose or
deliverables. A clearer schedule could help here where milestone preparation could be included. The
students also found that they would have needed more time for the data collection, so the drone demo
could be rescheduled. More time for the presentation would be good, to ensure we can discuss
everything.

Comments from the teaching team

This was the first time the course was run with a new course coordinator and although there were no
big changes in course content, it will probably take a few years before everything runs smoothly.
Overall the course is appreciated and although the students may find the structure of the Verkea
project (or lack thereof) confusing, they seem to catch up fast and learn in this simulated “real world”
consultancy situation, where there are no step-by-step instructions. The research paper exercise has a
long time between introduction and presentation, which students sometimes complain about.
However, there is a pedagogical point to reading an article in the beginning of the course and then re-
reading it again towards the end of the course, to compare what they have learned.

Evaluation of changes implemented since the last time the course was given
The main changes implemented since last year was:

- A cartography lecture and feedback session for the Verkad project. This part got an overall
score of 4 in the course evaluation, and generally the students seemed positive about it.

- A new format for presenting the Verkad project where each student presents the project in a
smaller group was introduced. This was more time consuming for us teachers but allowed for



checking that all students had understood the assignment. The presentation got an overall
score of 4.1 but scores ranged from 2 to 5.

- An online study visit to Sjofartsverket was added to the schedule, along with a visit to
SWECO in Malmo.

Suggestions for changes to implement before the course is given the next time

- We plan to update the Google Earth exercise and clarify the presentation format.

- We plan to move the drone session to somewhere in Lund to free up time for data collection
during field work in Verkeé area.

- We plan to add a short lecture about the Verkea area — how land is used and how land use is
linked to biodiversity and other ecosystem services.

- Clarify the schedule to indicate how much time (approximately) should be spend on each
exercise.
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